Immanuel Lutheran Church * St. Charles, MO

New Year’s Eve

December 31, 2021—5:00 pm
AS WE GATHER
The future looms as we creep closer and closer to a new year. What
does it look like to you? Frightening? Hopeful? More of the same? Either way, you will be there in a matter of hours. Are you ready? When
we look at where this world seems to be headed, it is so easy to get discouraged. But tonight we are reminded that the same God who guided
His Old Testament people, the same God who died for us, is the same
God who will return for us. This God rules over all time, even today and tomorrow and forever.
Neither what is happening today, nor what happens tomorrow, will be able to separate us from
His love. You need not fear the future; it will not separate you from God’s love.
* the congregation will stand

† PREPARATION †
OPENING HYMN ............................................................................... “Now Thank We All Our God”- #895
1

Now thank we all our God
With hearts and hands and voices,
Who wondrous things has done,
In whom His world rejoices;
Who from our mothers’ arms
Has blest us on our way
With countless gifts of love
And still is ours today.
Δ 3

2

Oh, may this bounteous God
Through all our life be near us,
With ever joyful hearts
And blessèd peace to cheer us
And keep us in His grace
And guide us when perplexed
And free us from all ills
In this world and the next!

All praise and thanks to God
The Father now be given,
The Son, and Him who reigns
With them in highest heaven,
The one eternal God,
Whom earth and heav’n adore;
For thus it was, is now,
And shall be evermore.
Text: Public domain

*INVOCATION
Leader: In the name of the Father, who created and still sustains you, in the name of the
† Son, who redeemed and still intercedes for you, in the name of the Holy Spirit,
who called you to faith and still sanctifies you.
People: Amen.

*OPENING SENTENCES
Leader: We are weary, Lord.
People: Stay with us.
Leader: Remain by our side,
People: for we are tired at the end of the year.
Leader:
People:
Leader:
People:

We do not know what the future holds,
but we know that You hold it.
Increase our faith in You,
and bring us safely to Your side.

*CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
Leader: People of God, our Lord remains unchanging. So often, though, we forget that the
God who thundered at Sinai still thunders at our sin. The God who gave the Ten
Commandments remains just as serious about them today as He was then. We confess our forgetfulness.
People: Lord, we confess our sin.
Silence for personal confession.

Leader: People of God, our Lord remains unchanging. Just as He protected the nation of Israel and brought them out of Egypt, He has promised to protect us. Yet we ignore His
promise, and we worry and fret. We confess our anxieties.
People: Lord, we confess our sin.
Silence for personal confession.
Leader: People of God, our Lord remains unchanging. He tells us that as long as it is today,
we should repent. Yet we hold on to our sins. We confess our unrepentance.
People: Lord, we confess our sin.

Silence for personal confession.
Leader: People of God, our Lord remains unchanging. Yet we constantly give in to our sinful
natures. We promise faithfulness to God and run back to old sins. We confess our
sinful natures.
People: Lord, we confess our sin.
Silence for personal confession.
Leader: People of God, our Lord remains unchanging. The same Jesus who chose to die for His
people died for you. The same Jesus who loved you at your Baptism loves you still. The
same Jesus who fought to win you from sin, death, and Satan still fights for you.
People: Lord, we thank You!
Leader: People of God, our Lord remains unchanging. The same Jesus who died to take away
your sins still declares you to be His forgiven children. By His authority as a called
and ordained servant of Christ, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father
and of the † Son and of the Holy Spirit. Your sins of forgetfulness, your sins of habit,
your sins of choice, your sins of thought, your sins of word, your sins of deed: They
are all forgiven.
People: Lord, we thank You!

Leader: People of God, our Lord remains unchanging. Just as He loved you then, nothing
can separate you from His love now. Live in that unchanging love, from this year
and into the next.
People: Lord, we thank You!

† WORD †
*INTROIT
Psalm 98:1-3; antiphon: Psalm 124:8
Leader: Our help is in the name of the Lord,
People: who made heaven and earth.
Leader: Oh sing to the Lord a new song, for He has done marvelous things!
Men:
His right hand and His holy arm have worked salvation for Him.
Leader: The Lord has made known His salvation;
Women: He has revealed His righteousness in the sight of the nations.
Leader: He has remembered His steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of Israel.
People: All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God.
All:

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Leader: Our help is in the name of the Lord,
People: who made heaven and earth.
*HYMN OF PRAISE .......................................................................... “All Glory Be to God on High”- #947
1 All glory be to God on high
3 O Jesus Christ, the only Son
And thanks for all His favor;
Begotten of the Father,
No harm can touch or terrify
Your saving death has made us one
A child of God forever.
With God and with each other.
God shows His good and gracious will
O Lamb of God, to You on high
And grants His peace, the world to fill—
In our distress we sinners cry,
All strife at last has ended.
Have mercy on us, amen!
2 We praise and laud and worship You;
We give You thanks forever,
O Father, for Your rule is true
And just and changes never.
With boundless pow’r, Your mighty reign
Fulfills whatever You ordain.
Lord, grant us ev’ry blessing!

4 O Holy Spirit, our delight
And source of consolation,
Protect us from the devil’s might
Through Jesus, our salvation,
Who by His death upon a tree
Has rescued us from misery:
To this we hold forever.

Text: © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003467

*SALUTATION
Leader:
The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.

*PRAYER OF THE DAY
Leader:
Let us pray. Unchanging God, You have watched over us from eternity and set our
lives so that all things happen at the proper time. In the new year, grow our trust
in You as the One who provides all we need at the proper time, and who has already given us our salvation through Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with You
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
People: Amen.
OLD TESTAMENT READING ................................................................................................. Isaiah 30:15-17
15For

thus said the Lord God, the Holy One of Israel,
“In returning and rest you shall be saved;
in quietness and in trust shall be your strength.”
But you were unwilling, 16and you said,
“No! We will flee upon horses”; therefore you shall flee away;
and, “We will ride upon swift steeds”;
therefore your pursuers shall be swift.
17A thousand shall flee at the threat of one;
at the threat of five you shall flee,
till you are left like a flagstaff on the top of a mountain, like a signal on a hill.
Leader: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.
EPISTLE ......................................................................................................................................... Romans 8:31-39
31What

shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us? 32He
who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, how will he not also with him
graciously give us all things? 33Who shall bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God
who justifies. 34Who is to condemn? Christ Jesus is the one who died—more than that,
who was raised—who is at the right hand of God, who indeed is interceding for us.
35Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or danger, or sword? 36As it is written,
“For your sake we are being killed all the day long;
we are regarded as sheep to be slaughtered.”
37No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 38For I
am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things
to come, nor powers, 39nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able
to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.
Leader: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.
PSALM OF THE DAY ................................................................................................................... Psalm 90:1-12
Leader: Lord, you have been our dwelling place in all generations.
People: Before the mountains were brought forth, or ever you had formed the earth and
the world, from everlasting to everlasting you are God.

Leader: You return man to dust and say, “Return, O children of man!”
People: For a thousand years in your sight are but as yesterday when it is past, or as a
watch in the night.
Leader: You sweep them away as with a flood; they are like a dream, like grass that is renewed in the morning:
People: in the morning it flourishes and is renewed; in the evening it fades and withers.
Leader: For we are brought to an end by your anger; by your wrath we are dismayed.
People: You have set our iniquities before you, our secret sins in the light of your presence.
Leader: For all our days pass away under your wrath; we bring our years to an end like a sigh.
People: The years of our life are seventy, or even by reason of strength eighty; yet their
span is but toil and trouble; they are soon gone, and we fly away.
Leader: Who considers the power of your anger, and your wrath according to the fear of you?
People: So teach us to number our days that we may get a heart of wisdom.
All:

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Leader: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twelfth chapter.
People: Glory to You, O Lord.
*HOLY GOSPEL ............................................................................................................................. Luke 12:35-40
35[Jesus

said:] “Stay dressed for action and keep your lamps burning, 36and be like
men who are waiting for their master to come home from the wedding feast, so that they
may open the door to him at once when he comes and knocks. 37Blessed are those servants whom the master finds awake when he comes. Truly, I say to you, he will dress himself for service and have them recline at table, and he will come and serve them. 38If he
comes in the second watch, or in the third, and finds them awake, blessed are those servants! 39But know this, that if the master of the house had known at what hour the thief
was coming, he would not have left his house to be broken into. 40You also must be
ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect.”
Leader: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.
HYMN OF THE DAY...................................................................... “O God, Our Help in Ages Past” - #733
1

O God, our help in ages past,
Our hope for years to come,
Our shelter from the stormy blast,
And our eternal home:

2

Under the shadow of Thy throne
Thy saints have dwelt secure;
Sufficient is Thine arm alone,
And our defense is sure.

3

Before the hills in order stood
Or earth received her frame,
From everlasting Thou art God,
To endless years the same.

5

Time, like an ever-rolling stream,
Soon bears us all away;
We fly forgotten as a dream
Dies at the op’ning day.

4

A thousand ages in Thy sight
Are like an evening gone,
Short as the watch that ends the night
Before the rising sun.

6

O God, our help in ages past,
Our hope for years to come,
Be Thou our guard while troubles last
And our eternal home!

Text: Public domain

MESSAGE................................................................. “From Everlasting to Everlasting” - Psalm 90:1-12
*CREED ............................................................................................................................................... Nicene Creed
I believe in one God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God,
begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life † of the world to come. Amen.
*PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
Assistant:
Pastor:

People:

As we end this year, let us approach our God with humility and in repentance.
Heavenly Father, over the last year we sinned against You so many times. We
confess our thoughts of sin. We confess our desires to sin. We confess our unloving words. We confess our harsh actions. We confess our refusal to trust
Your care. We confess all our rebellions against You.
Father, we confess our sin. Be merciful, O Lord!

Assistant:
Pastor:
People:
Assistant:
Pastor:

People:
Assistant:
Pastor:

People:
Assistant:
Pastor:

People:
Assistant:
Pastor:

People:
Assistant:
Pastor:

People:

As we end this year, let us approach our God with confidence.
Lord Jesus, You died for us. You lived a life without sin and without worry. You
took our every sin on You and gave us Your robe of righteousness. Every sin we
committed this past year and every sin of the next year, You already paid.
Jesus, You are our hope for years past and years to come.
As we end this year, let us pray for those closest to us: our families and friends.
Lord God, You bless us with friends and families. We praise You for this blessing! Remind us of the happy times we have shared this last year. Forgive us for
the times we have failed to love our friends and families the way You would
have us love. As we go forward into the new year, continue to remind us that
friends and families are Your blessings to us.
We praise You for the blessings of this year.
As we end this year, let us pray for those who pointed us to You.
Lord of all, You send Your servants to point us to You, to help us grow in Your
Word. We thank You for pastors, teachers, and faithful friends who encourage
us in Your Word. In the new year, continue to bless us with those who point to
You. Bless them as they labor for You.
We praise You for the blessings of this year.
As we end this year, let us pray for those who lead.
Sovereign of heaven, You give us every authority for our blessing. Forgive us for
the times we have refused to obey our leaders. Bless them with wisdom. Be with
our president, governor, mayor, police, firefighters, and others You use to protect
us. We thank You for the safety You gave through them this past year. Send Your
angels to protect them. Move us to obey those You have placed over us.
We praise You for the blessings of this year.
As we end this year, let us pray for the weak.
Heavenly Father, be with those who cannot stand. Encourage the sick. Stand with
those who despair. Warm the lonely. Use Your Word to strengthen those weak in
faith. Forgive us for the times we have been callous to the needs of others. This
year, open our eyes to see how we can serve and be Your hands. When we are
weak, remind us that you are the Lord of time; You are ever with us.
We praise You for the blessings of this year.
As we end this year, let us pray for ourselves.
Dear Savior, be with us. This year has been hard. Forgive our sins. Remind us
that just as You loved us enough to die for us, You remain unchanged. You love
us still. Continue to be with us. Strengthen us in the knowledge that nothing in
this coming year can separate us from Your love.
We praise You for the blessings of this year. Bless us this coming year! Amen.

OFFERING
*OFFERING PRAYER

† SACRAMENT †
*PREFACE
Pastor: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Pastor: Lift up your hearts.
People: We lift them to the Lord.

2 Timothy 4:22
Colossians 3:1

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
Psalm 136
People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise.
Pastor:

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ,
our Lord. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:

*SANCTUS
Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth;
heav’n and earth are full of Thy glory.
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is He, blessed is He, blessed is He that cometh in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.
*PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
Pastor: Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom
You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be
our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the
all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross.
Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive,
renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His
body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us together,
we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage
feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers;
deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship,
with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
People: Amen.
*THE WORDS OF OUR LORD
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He
had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is
My † body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks,
He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in
My † blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you
drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

*LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
*THE PEACE OF THE LORD
Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
People: Amen.
DISTRIBUTION
DISTRIBUTION HYMNS .................................. “Draw Near and Take the Body of the Lord” - #637
1 Draw near and take the body of the Lord,
And drink the holy blood for you outpoured;
Offered was He for greatest and for least,
Himself the victim and Himself the priest.
2

He who His saints in this world rules and shields,
To all believers life eternal yields;
With heav’nly bread He makes the hungry whole,
Gives living waters to the thirsting soul.

3

Come forward then with faithful hearts sincere,
And take the pledges of salvation here.
O Lord, our hearts with grateful thanks endow
As in this feast of love You bless us now.
Text: Public domain

1 I come, O Savior, to Thy table,
For weak and weary is my soul;
Thou, Bread of Life, alone art able
To satisfy and make me whole: Refrain

Refrain:
Lord, may Thy body and Thy blood
Be for my soul the highest good!
2 Thy heart is filled with fervent yearning
That sinners may salvation see
Who, Lord, to Thee in faith are turning;
So I, a sinner, come to Thee. Refrain

“I Come, O Savior, to Thy Table” - #618
3 Unworthy though I am, O Savior,
Because I have a sinful heart,
Yet Thou Thy lamb wilt banish never,
For Thou my faithful shepherd
art: Refrain
4 Weary am I and heavy laden;
With sin my soul is sore oppressed;
Receive me graciously and gladden
My heart, for I am now Thy guest. Refrain
5

What higher gift can we inherit?
It is faith’s bond and solid base;
It is the strength of heart and spirit,

Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003467

“The Infant Priest Was Holy Born” - #624
1

The infant Priest was holy born
For us unholy and forlorn;
From fleshly temple forth came He,
Anointed from eternity.

4

But death would not the victor be
Of Him who hung upon the tree.
He leads us to the Holy Place
Within the veil, before God’s face.

2

This great High Priest in human flesh
Was icon of God’s righteousness.
His hallowed touch brought sanctity;
His hand removed impurity.

5

The veil is torn, our Priest we see,
As at the rail on bended knee
Our hungry mouths from Him receive
The bread of immortality.

3

The holy Lamb undaunted came
To God’s own altar lit with flame;
While weeping angels hid their eyes,
This Priest became a sacrifice.

6

The body of God’s Lamb we eat,
A priestly food and priestly meat;
On sin-parched lips the chalice pours
His quenching blood that life restores.

7 With cherubim and seraphim
Our voices join the endless hymn,
And “Holy, holy, holy” sing
To Christ, God’s Lamb, our Priest and King.
Text: © 1997, 2003 Chad L. Bird. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003467

*POST COMMUNION THANKSGIVING
Pastor: O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good,
People: and His mercy endureth forever.
Pastor:

Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary
gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the
same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.
People: Amen.
*BENEDICTION
Leader: As the Lord has blessed and kept you this past year, He will continue to do so in
the next year. As the Lord has made His face shine on you and was gracious to
you this past year, His face will still shine on you and He will be gracious to you
next year. As the Lord looked upon you with favor and gave you peace last year,
He will continue to look on you with favor and † give you peace.
People: Amen.
*CLOSING HYMN ................................................................ “Go, My Children, with My Blessing” -#922
1

Go, My children, with My blessing,
Never alone.
Waking, sleeping, I am with you;
You are My own.
In My love’s baptismal river
I have made you Mine forever.
Go, My children, with My blessing—
You are My own.

3

2

Go, My children, sins forgiven,
4
At peace and pure.
Here you learned how much I love you,
What I can cure.
Here you heard My dear Son’s story;
Here you touched Him, saw His glory.
Go, My children, sins forgiven,
At peace and pure.

Go, My children, fed and nourished,
Closer to Me;
Grow in love and love by serving,
Joyful and free.
Here My Spirit’s power filled you;
Here His tender comfort stilled you.
Go, My children, fed and nourished,
Joyful and free.
I the Lord will bless and keep you
And give you peace;
I the Lord will smile upon you
And give you peace:
I the Lord will be your Father,
Savior, Comforter, and Brother.
Go, My children; I will keep you
And give you peace.

Text: © 1983 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003467

Go In Peace!

Participants
Preacher ...................................................................................................................... Vicar Matt Gerzevske
Liturgist ............................................................................................................................... Rev. Ryan Taylor
Organist ............................................................................................................................. Mr. Loren Muench

Happy New Year &
May God Bless You During 2022!

Welcome to ongoing weekly worship services:
Saturdays at 5:00 pm (Fellowship Hall)
Sundays at 8:00 & 9:30 am (Sanctuary) and
10:45 am (Fellowship Hall) and
Mondays at 6:30 pm (Sanctuary)
Bible Class and Sunday School at 9:30 am

