
Return to the Lord, your God,  
for He is gracious and merciful, 

slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love.      
Joel 2:13b 



A Call to Return 
Ash Wednesday 

February 17, 2021—4:00 & 6:30 pm 
 

* - Congregation will rise 
 

As We Gather 
 

Through the words of the prophet Joel, God called to His people and commanded that 
they turn from their sinful ways and return to Him for His grace and blessings. The images the 
prophet uses are vivid and disturbing. The situation of God’s people of every generation is 
desperate and needs immediate attention. This is a time for listening and responding to the 
call to return to faithfulness to the God who has ever been faithful to His people. “Return to 
the Lord, your God” is more than a verse sung as part of the liturgy. It is a heartfelt directive 
for our lives as together we follow the pathway of Lent. 
 

Opening Hymn    “Savior, When In Dust to Thee” - #419 

Public Domain 
 

Please stand 
 

*We Return to the Lord 
 

*Leader: Dear brothers and sisters of our Lord Jesus Christ, on this day the Church begins a 
holy season of prayerful and penitential reflection. Our attention is especially di-
rected to the holy sufferings and death of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

 From ancient times the season of Lent has been kept as a time of special devotion, 
self-denial, and humble repentance born of a faithful heart that dwells confidently 
on His Word and draws from it life and hope. 

 

 Let us pray that our dear Father in heaven, for the sake of His beloved Son and in 
the power of His Holy Spirit, might richly bless this Lententide for us so that we 
may come to Easter with glad hearts and keep the feast in sincerity and truth. 

1 Savior, when in dust to Thee 
Low we bow the_adoring knee; 
    When, repentant, to the skies 
    Scarce we lift our weeping eyes; 
O, by all Thy pains and woe 
Suffered once for us below, 
    Bending from Thy throne on high, 
    Hear our penitential cry! 

 

2 By Thy helpless infant years, 
By Thy life of want and tears, 
    By Thy days of deep distress 
    In the savage wilderness, 
By the dread, mysterious hour 
Of the_insulting tempter’s pow’r, 
    Turn, O turn a fav’ring eye; 
    Hear our penitential cry! 

3 By Thine hour of dire despair, 
By Thine agony of prayer, 
    By the cross, the nail, the thorn, 
    Piercing spear, and torturing scorn, 
By the gloom that veiled the skies 
O’er the dreadful sacrifice, 
    Listen to our humble sigh; 
    Hear our penitential cry! 

 

4 By Thy deep expiring groan, 
By the sad sepulchral stone, 
    By the vault whose dark abode 
    Held in vain the rising God, 
O, from earth to heav’n restored, 
Mighty, reascended Lord, 
    Bending from Thy throne on high, 
    Hear our penitential cry! 



 Silence for reflection 
 

Leader: O God, You desire not the death of sinners, but rather that they turn from their wick-
edness and live. We implore You to have compassion on the frailty of our mortal na-
ture, for we acknowledge that we are dust and to dust we shall return. Mercifully par-
don our sins that we may obtain the promises You have laid up for those who are re-
pentant; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 
  

*Invocation  
 

Leader: In the name of the Father and of the ϯ Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 
 

*Opening Sentences       Psalm 25:1–5 
 

Leader: To You, O Lord, I lift up my soul. 
People: O my God, in You I trust; 
 

Leader: let me not be put to shame; 
People: let not my enemies exult over me. 
 

Leader: Indeed, none who wait for You shall be put to shame; 
People: they shall be ashamed who are wantonly treacherous. 
 

Leader: Make me to know Your ways, O Lord; 
People: teach me Your paths. 
 

Leader: Lead me in Your truth and teach me, 
People: for You are the God of my salvation; 

for You I wait all the day long. 
 

*Confession and Absolution 
 

Leader: Let us now confess our sins to our heavenly Father, imploring Him for the sake of 
His Son, Jesus Christ, to grant us forgiveness. 

  

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 
 

Leader: O almighty God, merciful Father, 
People: I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess to You all my sins in thought, word, and 

deed with which I have offended You. By nature, I am sinful and unclean. 
Time and again I have not responded to Your call to return to You and to 
walk in Your ways. Although I justly deserve Your punishment in time and 
for eternity, I am truly sorry for my transgressions and sincerely repent of 
them. In Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter 
sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, be gracious and mer-
ciful to me, forgive me all my sins, and by the working of the Holy Spirit di-
rect me to walk in Your loving ways. 

 

Leader: God be merciful to you and strengthen your faith. 
People: Amen. 
 



Leader: Do you believe that the forgiveness I speak is not my forgiveness but God’s? 
People: Yes. 
 

Leader: Let it be done for you as you believe. 
 

Leader: In the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins 
in the name of the Father and of the ϯ Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 
 

Leader: Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you completely, and may your whole 
spirit, soul, and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. He 
who calls you is faithful; He will surely do it. Go in ϯ peace. 

People: Amen. 
 

Salutation 
 

Leader: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
 

*Prayer of the Day 
 

Leader: Let us pray. 
 O Lord, You bid Your people return to You in repentance and have promised for-

giveness of sins, life, and salvation. Grant that, forgiven and free, we may live each 
day in joyful hope as Your beloved children; for You live and reign with the Father 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 
 

Please be seated. 
 

ϯ  Word  ϯ 
 

Old Testament Reading  Joel 2:12–13 
 

Leader: The Old Testament Reading for Ash Wednesday is from Joel, the second chapter. 
 

12 “Yet even now,” declares the Lord, “return to Me with all your heart, 
 with fasting, with weeping, and with mourning; 
 13 and rend your hearts and not your garments.” 
Return to the Lord, your God, for He is gracious and merciful, 
 slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love; and He relents over disaster. 

 

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord.  People:     Thanks be to God. 
 
Anthem  (4:00) “Father, We Have Sinned” - Stuart Townend 

1 Father we have sinned 
In word and deed and thought 
Through ignorance through weakness 
Through deliberate thought 
We've sinned against our neighbours 
And against You Lord 
Yet we are truly sorry 
And we turn to You once more 

2 Father of the nations  
 You who bless the poor 

We're servants of the endless 
Want and drive for more 
We've made our greed a virtue 
While the children starve 
Come change our joy to sorrow 
Till our lives reflect Your heart 



(6:30) “Lamb of God What Wondrous Love” - Allan Petker 
 

Lamb of God, what wondrous love, what wondrous love, O my soul, 
Love, such love, that Thou shouldst die, that Thou, for me, shouldst die. 
Lord of Grace, what matchless love, what matchless love, O my soul. 
Son of God, Thou loving sacrifice, Thou loving sacrifice for me. 
 

Here, O Lord, am I, fearful, sinful, man,  guilty and condemned, Thy death is surely mine. 
 

Cross of God, I would to turn away, yet Love it bids me stay, O my soul. 
Can it be the very death I fear is that which draws me near, Lord, to Thee? 
Lamb of God, Thou died for me. Lamb of God, Thou died for me.  
Lamb of God, what wondrous love. 

 

Psalm of the Day Psalm 51:1–13 
 

People: Have mercy on me, O God, according to Your steadfast love; according to 
Your abundant mercy blot out my transgressions. 

Leader: Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin! 
Lector: For I know my transgressions, and my sin is ever before me. 
 

People: Against You, You only, have I sinned and done what is evil in Your sight, so 
that You may be justified in Your words and blameless in Your judgment. 

Leader: Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity, and in sin did my mother conceive me. 
Lector: Behold, You delight in truth in the inward being, and You teach me wisdom in the 

secret heart. 
 

People: Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; wash me, and I shall be whiter 
than snow. 

Leader: Let me hear joy and gladness; let the bones that You have broken rejoice. 
Lector: Hide your face from my sins, and blot out all my iniquities. 
 

People: Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. 
Leader: Cast me not away from Your presence, and take not Your Holy Spirit from me. 
Lector: Restore to me the joy of Your salvation, and uphold me with a willing spirit. 
 

People: Then I will teach transgressors Your ways, and sinners will return to You. 
 

All: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 
 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 

Epistle 1 Corinthians  15:45-49 
  

Leader: The Epistle is from First Corinthians, the fifteenth chapter. 
 

45Thus it is written, “The first man Adam became a living being”; the last Adam be-
came a life-giving spirit. 46But it is not the spiritual that is first but the natural, and 
then the spiritual. 47The first man was from the earth, a man of dust; the second man is 
from heaven. 48As was the man of dust, so also are those who are of the dust, and as is 
the man of heaven, so also are those who are of heaven. 49Just as we have borne the 
image of the man of dust, we shall also bear the image of the man of heaven.  

 

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 



Please stand 
 

*Holy Gospel Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21 
 

Leader: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the sixth chapter. 
People: Glory be to Thee, O Lord. 
 

 1[Jesus said:] “Beware of practicing your righteousness before other people in order 
to be seen by them, for then you will have no reward from your Father who is in heaven. 
 2“Thus, when you give to the needy, sound no trumpet before you, as the hypo-
crites do in the synagogues and in the streets, that they may be praised by others. Tru-
ly, I say to you, they have received their reward. 3But when you give to the needy, do 
not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing, 4so that your giving may be 
in secret. And your Father who sees in secret will reward you. 
 5“And when you pray, you must not be like the hypocrites. For they love to stand 
and pray in the synagogues and at the street corners, that they may be seen by others. 
Truly, I say to you, they have received their reward. 6But when you pray, go into your 
room and shut the door and pray to your Father who is in secret. And your Father who 
sees in secret will reward you. 
  

16“And when you fast, do not look gloomy like the hypocrites, for they disfigure 
their faces that their fasting may be seen by others. Truly, I say to you, they have re-
ceived their reward. 17But when you fast, anoint your head and wash your face, 18that 
your fasting may not be seen by others but by your Father who is in secret. And your 
Father who sees in secret will reward you. 
 

19“Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy 
and where thieves break in and steal, 20but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, 
where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal. 
21For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 

  

Leader: This is the Gospel of the Lord. People:     Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Please be seated 
 

Children’s Message (4:00) 
 

Hymn of the Day   “Come to Calvary’s Holy Mountain” - #435   

Public Domain 

1 Come to Calv’ry’s holy mountain, 
    Sinners, ruined by the fall; 
Here a pure and healing fountain 
    Flows for you, for me, for all, 
In a full, perpetual tide, 
Opened when our Savior died. 

 

2 Come in poverty and meanness, 
    Come defiled, without, within; 
From infection and uncleanness, 
    From the leprosy of sin, 
Wash your robes and make them white; 
Ye shall walk with God in light. 

3 Come in sorrow and contrition, 
    Wounded, impotent, and blind; 
Here the guilty, free remission, 
    Here the troubled, peace may find. 
Health this fountain will restore; 
They that drink shall thirst no more. 

 

4 They that drink shall live forever; 
    ’Tis a soul-renewing flood. 
God is faithful; God will never 
    Break His covenant of blood, 
Signed when our Redeemer died, 
Sealed when He was glorified. 



Sermon  “How Offensive! (But It’s TRUE)” - 1 Corinthians 15:45-49 
 

Please stand 

*Nicene Creed  
 

 I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, 
   maker of heaven and earth and of all things visible and invisible. 
  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
   the only-begotten Son of God, 
   begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
   God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God,  
   begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, 
   by whom all things were made; 
   who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
   and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; 
   and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
   He suffered and was buried. 
   And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
     and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
   And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 
   whose kingdom will have no end. 
  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, 
   who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
   who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 
   who spoke by the prophets. 
   And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
   I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
   and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
   and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

*Prayer of the Church 
  

Leader: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people according 
to their needs. 

 

Leader: For the faithful proclamation of Christ’s saving name, that God’s people may be 
strengthened in the true faith and His kingdom extended, let us pray to the Lord: 

People: Lord, have mercy. 
 

Leader: For the holy Christian Church throughout the world and for all who confess the 
name of Christ, that God would guard and defend us from the temptations of the 
devil, the world, and our sinful nature, let us pray to the Lord: 

People: Lord, have mercy. 
 

Leader: For this congregation, its mission, and its people; for the ability to meet the needs 
that arise as we do the work God has given us to do; and for the unity of the Spirit 
in the bond of peace, let us pray to the Lord: 

People: Lord, have mercy. 
 



Leader: For those who have wandered from the faith, that the Holy Spirit would use us to 
call them home to the Father, let us pray to the Lord: 

People: Lord, have mercy. 
 

Leader: For all the faithful, that the Spirit would lead them to cheerful, generous giving 
from the bounty the Lord provides, to support the Church and to help those in 
need, let us pray to the Lord: 

People: Lord, have mercy. 
 

Leader: For those who are sick, [especially . . .], that God would grant healing to their bod-
ies and strength to bear their infirmities with patience and grace, let us pray to the 
Lord: 

People: Lord, have mercy. 
 

Leader: For those who mourn, [especially . . .], that in their time of sorrow they would not 
lose hope but rely on God’s promise that He will never leave them or forsake them, 
let us pray to the Lord: 

People: Lord, have mercy. 
 

Leader: For those who rejoice in the rich blessings of God, that they may always remember 
the Giver of every gift and give Him heartfelt thanks, let us pray to the Lord: 

People: Lord, have mercy. 
 

Leader: These and any other things You would have us ask of You, heavenly Father, grant 
to us for the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, in whose name we pray. 

People: Amen. 
 

Offering 
 

*Offering Prayer 
 

Ϯ  Sacrament  ϯ 
 

*Preface 
 

Leader: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
  
Leader: Lift up your hearts. 
People: We lift them to the Lord. 
  
Leader: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

 
*Proper Preface 

 

Leader: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 
thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, 
our Lord. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heav-
en we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 



*Sanctus (sung) LSB 161 
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord God of pow’r and might: 
Heaven and earth are full of Your glory. 
Hosanna. Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

 

*Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 

Leader: Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom 
You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be 
our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the 
all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross. 

  

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, 
and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body 
and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us together, we 
pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast 
of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; de-
liver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with 
the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 
 

*The Words of Our Lord 
 

Leader: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He 
had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is 
My ϯ body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

  

 In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, 
He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in 
My ϯ blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you 
drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

*Proclamation of Christ 
 

Leader: As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until 
He comes. 

People: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
 

Leader: O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, as You call us to repentance and to pray-
er, with faith and hope we turn to You, the source of mercy and love. Remember us 
in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

 

*Lord’s Prayer   
 

 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, 
   Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
   give us this day our daily bread; 
   and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
   and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

 For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 



*The Peace of the Lord 
 

Leader: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
People: Amen. 
 

*Agnus Dei “Lamb of God, Pure and Holy” - #434 

3 Lamb of God, pure and holy, 
    Who on the cross didst suffer, 
Ever patient and lowly, 
    Thyself to scorn didst offer. 
All sins Thou borest for us, 
Else had despair reigned o’er us: 
    Thy peace be with us, O Jesus! O Jesus! 

 

Text: Public domain 
 

Please be seated 
 

Imposition of Ashes 
Ashes have been a sign of repentance and contrition over the centuries.  

They are a visible reminder that we are totally dependent on the grace of God,  
for we are only dust, and to dust we shall return. 

 

Those desiring ashes come forward. 
As he makes the sign of the cross with the ashes, the leader reminds the penitent,  

“Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return.” 
 

The penitent responds, “Amen.” 
 

Distribution of Holy Communion   
  

Distribution Music “On My Heart Imprint Your Image” - #422 
  

 On my heart imprint Your image, 
    Blessed Jesus, King of grace, 
That life’s riches, cares, and pleasures 
    Never may Your work erase; 
Let the clear inscription be: 
Jesus, crucified for me, 
    Is my life, my hope’s foundation, 
    And my glory and salvation! 

 

Public domain 

 

1 Lamb of God, pure and holy, 
    Who on the cross didst suffer, 
Ever patient and lowly, 
    Thyself to scorn didst offer. 
All sins Thou borest for us, 
Else had despair reigned o’er us: 
    Have mercy on us, O Jesus! O Jesus! 

2 Lamb of God, pure and holy, 
    Who on the cross didst suffer, 
Ever patient and lowly, 
    Thyself to scorn didst offer. 
All sins Thou borest for us, 
Else had despair reigned o’er us: 
    Have mercy on us, O Jesus! O Jesus! 



“Jesus Refuge of the Weary” - #423 

3 Jesus, may our hearts be burning 
    With more fervent love for You; 
May our eyes be ever turning 
    To behold Your cross anew 
Till in glory, parted never 
    From the blessed Savior’s side, 
Graven in our hearts forever, 
    Dwell the cross, the Crucified. 

 

Text: Public domain 
 

“Thine the Amen, Thine the Praise” - #680 

5 Thine the glory in the night 
    No more dying only light 
Thine the river Thine the tree 
    Then the Lamb eternally 
Then the holy holy holy 
    Celebration jubilee 
Thine the splendor Thine the brightness  

     only Thee only Thee. 
 

Text: © 1983 Augsburg Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003467  

1 Jesus, refuge of the weary, 
    Blest Redeemer, whom we love, 
Fountain in life’s desert dreary, 
    Savior from the world above: 
Often have Your eyes, offended, 
    Gazed upon the sinner’s fall; 
Yet upon the cross extended, 
    You have borne the pain of all. 

2 Do we pass that cross unheeding, 
    Breathing no repentant vow, 
Though we see You wounded, bleeding, 
    See Your thorn-encircled brow? 
Yet Your sinless death has brought us 
    Life eternal, peace, and rest; 
Only what Your grace has taught us 
    Calms the sinner’s deep distress. 

1 Thine the amen Thine the praise 
    Alleluias angels raise 
Thine the everlasting head 
    Thine the breaking of the bread 
Thine the glory Thine the story 
    Thine the harvest then the cup 
Thine the vineyard  

      then the cup is lifted up lifted up. 
 

2 Thine the life eternally 
    Thine the promise let there be 
Thine the vision Thine the tree 
    All the earth on bended knee 
Gone the nailing gone the railing 
    Gone the pleading gone the cry 
Gone the sighing gone the dying  

       what was loss lifted high. 

3 Thine the truly Thine the yes 
    Thine the table we the guest 
Thine the mercy all from Thee 
    Thine the glory yet to be 
Then the ringing and the singing 
    Then the end of all the war 
Thine the living  

      Thine the loving evermore evermore. 
 

4 Thine the kingdom Thine the prize 
    Thine the wonder full surprise 
Thine the banquet then the praise 
    Then the justice of Thy ways 
Thine the glory Thine the story 
    Then the welcome to the least 
Then the wonder all increasing  

             at Thy feast at Thy feast. 



Please stand 
 

*Post-Communion Thanksgiving 
 

Leader: Let us pray. We give thanks, heavenly Father, that You have again refreshed us with 
the body and blood of Your only-begotten Son. As You have called us to Your Table 
by Your grace, strengthen us to daily turn and return to You with thanks and praise, 
through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Ho-
ly Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 
 

*Closing Collect 
 

Leader: Gracious and merciful God, You call Your people to return, and You forgive the sins of 
all who come to You with penitent and contrite hearts. Grant us the spirit of true re-
pentance to acknowledge our sins and to find in You forgiveness and restoration, 
wholeness and peace; through the merits of Jesus Christ, our Lord and our Redeemer. 

People: Amen. 
 
*Benediction 
 

Leader: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord look upon you with favor and † give you peace. 
People: Amen. 
 

*Closing Hymn “O Lord, throughout These Forty Days” - #418 
 

1 O Lord, throughout these forty days 
    You prayed and kept the fast; 
Inspire repentance for our sin, 
    And free us from our past. 

 

2 You strove with Satan, and You won; 
    Your faithfulness endured; 
Lend us Your nerve, Your skill and trust 
    In God’s eternal Word. 

 

3 Though parched and hungry, yet You prayed 
    And fixed Your mind above; 
So teach us to deny ourselves, 
    Since we have known God’s love. 

 

4 Be with us through this season, Lord, 
    And all our earthly days, 
That when the final Easter dawns, 
    We join in heaven’s praise. 

 
Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003467  

 

(The worshipers leave in silence) 
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Preacher ........................................................................................................................... Rev. Scott Schmieding 
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Organist/Choir ....................................................................... Mr. Andrew Schmepf/Adult Choir (6:30)  
Acolyte ........................................................................................ Ava Breuer (4:00); Braeden Perry (6:30) 
 


