Immanuel Lutheran Church Parking Lot * St. Charles, MO

www.ImmanuelStCharles.org

Drive-In Worship

Epiphany

January 2, 2021 @ 4:00 pm &
January 3, 2021 & 9:30 & 10:45 am
Please Note:
 To listen to this Drive-In Service, tune your radio to FM 92.9
•




You are welcome to leave your car running some or most of the
time to keep the battery charged. We ask all to remain in vehicles.
If needed, Rest Rooms in the Fellowship Hall and Gym Lobby will
be available.
Offerings will be received in big containers as you exit to 6th St.,
the alley or to 7th St.
PLEASE NOTE: Drive-In Worship will continue on
Saturdays @ 4:00 pm & Sundays @ 9:30 am & 10:45 am

Ringing of the Bells & Welcome
Opening Hymn

“O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright” - #395 v. 1-2
1 O Morning Star, how fair and bright!
You shine with God’s own truth and light,
Aglow with grace and mercy!
Of Jacob’s race, King David’s son,
Our Lord and master, You have won
Our hearts to serve You only!
Lowly, holy!
Great and glorious,
All victorious,
Rich in blessing!
Rule and might o’er all possessing!
2 Come, heav’nly Bridegroom, Light divine,
And deep within our hearts now shine;
There light a flame undying!
In Your one body let us be
As living branches of a tree,
Your life our lives supplying.
Now, though daily
Earth’s deep sadness
May perplex us
And distress us,
Yet with heav’nly joy You bless us.

God Prepares Us for Worship
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the † Son and of the Holy Spirit.
People: Amen.

OPENING SENTENCES
Pastor: In the Name of the newborn King!
People: We saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him.
Pastor: Arise, shine, for your light has come,
People: and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you.
Pastor:

For behold, darkness shall cover the earth, and thick darkness
the peoples;
People: but the Lord will arise upon you, and his glory will be seen
upon you.
Pastor: And nations shall come to your light,
People: and kings to the brightness of your rising.
Pastor: And going into the house they saw the child with Mary his mother,
People: and they fell down and worshiped him.

CONFESSION and ABSOLUTION—Psalm 118:1
Pastor: Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, to bow before Him
in thanksgiving, and to receive Christ’s body and blood in the
eucharistic feast, let us first confess before our holy God and
one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed.
We daily fall short of His glory. We can never purify ourselves
from our sins. Together, as one family in Jesus Christ, let us
seek our Father’s cleansing forgiveness.
In silent prayer, we confess our sins to the Lord.
Pastor: Together, we pray:
People: Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and
lead us to everlasting life. Amen.
Pastor: “Oh give thanks to the Lord, for He is good; for His steadfast
love endures forever!” Almighty God in His mercy has given His
Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As
a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I
therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and
of the † Son and of the Holy Spirit.
People: Amen.

Holy Communion: Christ’s Words of Institution
Communion will be distributed to you in your vehicle.
Please wait until later in the service (after the Lord’s Prayer) and
we will take the body & blood of Christ together.

Communion Distribution

“O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright” - #395 v. 5-6
5 O let the harps break forth in sound!
Our joy be all with music crowned,
Our voices gladly blending!
For Christ goes with us all the way—
Today, tomorrow, ev’ry day!
His love is never ending!
Sing out! Ring out!
Jubilation!
Exultation!
Tell the story!
Great is He, the King of Glory!
6 What joy to know, when life is past,
The Lord we love is first and last,
The end and the beginning!
He will one day, oh, glorious grace,
Transport us to that happy place
Beyond all tears and sinning!
Amen! Amen!
Come, Lord Jesus!
Crown of gladness!
We are yearning
For the day of Your returning!
Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003467

“Jesus, Thy Blood and Righteousness” - #563
1

Jesus, Thy blood and righteousness
My beauty are, my glorious dress;
Midst flaming worlds, in these arrayed,
With joy shall I lift up my head.

2

Bold shall I stand in that great day,
Cleansed and redeemed, no debt to pay;
Fully absolved through these I am
From sin and fear, from guilt and shame.

3

Lord, I believe Thy precious blood,
Which at the mercy seat of God
Pleads for the captives’ liberty,
Was also shed in love for me.

4

Lord, I believe, were sinners more
Than sands upon the ocean shore,
Thou hast for all a ransom paid,
For all a full atonement made.

5 When from the dust of death I rise
To claim my mansion in the skies,
This then shall be my only plea:
Jesus hath lived and died for me.
6 Jesus, be endless praise to Thee,
Whose boundless mercy hath for me,
For me, and all Thy hands have made,
An everlasting ransom paid.
Text: Public Domain

Old Testament Reading
1Arise,

Isaiah 60:1-6 ESV

shine, for your light has come,
and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you.
2For behold, darkness shall cover the earth, and thick darkness the
peoples;
but the Lord will arise upon you, and his glory will be seen upon
you.
3And nations shall come to your light,
and kings to the brightness of your rising.
4Lift up your eyes all around, and see; they all gather together, they
come to you;
your sons shall come from afar, and your daughters shall be carried
on the hip.
5Then you shall see and be radiant; your heart shall thrill and exult,
because the abundance of the sea shall be turned to you,
the wealth of the nations shall come to you.
6A multitude of camels shall cover you, the young camels of Midian
and Ephah;
all those from Sheba shall come.
They shall bring gold and frankincense, and shall bring good news,
the praises of the Lord.

The Epistle Reading
Ephesians 3:1-12 ESV
1For

this reason I, Paul, a prisoner for Christ Jesus on behalf of you Gentiles— 2assuming that you have heard of the
stewardship of God’s grace that was given to me for you, 3how
the mystery was made known to me by revelation, as I have
written briefly. 4When you read this, you can perceive my insight into the mystery of Christ, 5which was not made known to
the sons of men in other generations as it has now been revealed to his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit. 6This
mystery is that the Gentiles are fellow heirs, members of the
same body, and partakers of the promise in Christ Jesus
through the gospel.
7Of this gospel I was made a minister according to the gift of
God’s grace, which was given me by the working of his power.
8To me, though I am the very least of all the saints, this grace
was given, to preach to the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of
Christ, 9and to bring to light for everyone what is the plan of
the mystery hidden for ages in God who created all things, 10so
that through the church the manifold wisdom of God might
now be made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly places. 11This was according to the eternal purpose that he
has realized in Christ Jesus our Lord, 12in whom we have boldness and access with confidence through our faith in him.

The Gospel Reading
1Now

Matthew 2:1-12 ESV

after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of
Herod the king, behold, wise men from the east came to Jerusalem,
2saying, “Where is he who has been born king of the Jews? For we
saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him.” 3When
Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with
him; 4and assembling all the chief priests and scribes of the people,
he inquired of them where the Christ was to be born. 5They told
him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it is written by the prophet:
6“‘And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means
least among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler
who will shepherd my people Israel.’”
7Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained
from them what time the star had appeared. 8And he sent them to
Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child, and
when you have found him, bring me word, that I too may come and
worship him.” 9After listening to the king, they went on their way.

And behold, the star that they had seen when it rose went before
them until it came to rest over the place where the child was. 10When
they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy. 11And going into the house they saw the child with Mary his mother, and they
fell down and worshiped him. Then, opening their treasures, they
offered him gifts, gold and frankincense and myrrh. 12And being
warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they departed to their own
country by another way.

The Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life † everlasting. Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

We will now receive

God’s Gift of Holy Communion

Sermon Hymn
“As with Gladness Men of Old” - #397
1

As with gladness men of old
Did the guiding star behold;
As with joy they hailed its light,
Leading onward, beaming bright;
So, most gracious Lord, may we
Evermore be led by Thee.

2

As with joyful steps they sped,
Savior, to Thy lowly bed,
There to bend the knee before
Thee, whom heav’n and earth adore;
So may we with willing feet
Ever seek Thy mercy seat.

3

As they offered gifts most rare
At Thy cradle, rude and bare,
So may we with holy joy,
Pure and free from sin’s alloy,
All our costliest treasures bring,
Christ, to Thee, our heav’nly King.

4

Holy Jesus, ev’ry day
Keep us in the narrow way;
And when earthly things are past,
Bring our ransomed souls at last
Where they need no star to guide,
Where no clouds Thy glory hide.

5

In the heav’nly country bright
Need they no created light;
Thou its light, its joy, its crown,
Thou its sun which goes not down;
There forever may we sing
Alleluias to our King.
Text: Public Domain

Sermon
“Epiphany 2021: A Time to Ponder Time”
Matthew 2:1-12

Prayer of the Day
All:

O God, by the leading of a star You made known Your only
-begotten Son to the Gentiles. Lead us, who know You by
faith, to enjoy in heaven the fullness of Your divine presence; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever. Amen.

Prayer of the Church
*Special Intercessions
†
†
†

†

Todd & Katie (M) F on the birth of a daughter, Eva Noel, on December 29th.
James Nathan A and Jovie Ann H who are being welcomed into
God’s family this weekend through Holy Baptism.
For Christ’s help and hope for those fighting cancer: (please notify the
Church Office of updates for long-term cancer patients and we will gladly
include them in our prayers) Tim A, Nadine B, Jodi B, Pat C, Mildred C,
Lonna C, Diane D, Joni D, Donna F, Anita G, Christopher G, Doris G, Dorothy H, Bill H, Terri J, James K, Mitch K, Diane M, Rachel M, Susan M,
Gary R, Tate S, Earl S, Marilyn S, Carol S, Julie S, Nicki S, Nicole T, Frank
T, Tate V, Ulla W; new additions:
Hospitalized this past week: Joy O

The Benediction

Closing Hymn
“A Great and Mighty Wonder” - #383
1

A great and mighty wonder,
A full and holy cure:
The virgin bears the infant
With virgin honor pure! Refrain

Refrain:

Proclaim the Savior’s birth:
“To God on high be glory
And peace to all the earth!”

2

The Word becomes incarnate
And yet remains on high,
And cherubim sing anthems
To shepherds from the sky. Refrain

3

While thus they sing your Monarch,
Those bright angelic bands,
Rejoice, O vales and mountains,
And oceans, clap your hands. Refrain

4

Since all He comes to ransom,
By all be He adored,
The infant born in Bethl’em,
The Savior and the Lord. Refrain

5

All idols then shall perish
And Satan’s lying cease,
And Christ shall raise His scepter,
Decreeing endless peace. Refrain
Text: Public domain

Go In Peace!

Participants
Preacher .......................................................... Rev. Scott Schmieding
Liturgists ............................. Rev. Allen Schade & Rev. Ryan Taylor
Communion Assistant ........................................... Vicar Kurt Hellwig
Accompanist ......................................... Dr. Rachel Hahn (Saturday)
Mrs. Karen Haak (Sunday)

When exiting the parking lot after worship,
please follow these guidelines:
* Small lots (along 6th St. & the Fellowship Hall Lower
Lot), should exit onto 6th St.
* Main lot closest to 6th St. (Sanctuary side) - exit out
the alleyway onto 1st Capitol
* Main lot closer to the school & the Basketball court area should exit past the Preschool entrance and continue on Madison or turn onto 7th St.

Our New Year 2021 Sermon Series for the first five weeks of
the year—
2021: A Time to Ponder Time
2021: A Time to Ponder Priorities
2021: A Time to Ponder Life
2021: A Time to Ponder Salvation
2021: A Time to Ponder Discipleship
Join Our January Journey through JOHN-- Let’s GROW in God’s
GRACE in New Year 2021. We will dive into the Divinely inspired
Good News and writings of the Apostle John. You will be sent a special,
brief daily eblast with highlights, insights, and brief study notes from
me on ONE chapter of the Gospel of John and the letters of 1st, 2nd, &
3rd John.
+John 1 describe the Incarnation of Christ: 1In the beginning was the
Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was
God….14And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we
have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full
of grace and truth.
Epiphany Family Subscription Box: In January, Kids Ministry is doing
something a little different! We're offering free "subscription" boxes
filled with activities, crafts, devotions, and other fun stuff that will help
enrich your family's faith life for the entire month. All you have to do is
fill out a quick Google Form before January 4th, available on the Immanuel website at:
ImmanuelStCharles.org/children/
Contact Maggie at mwarner@immanuelstcharles.org with questions.
Italian Dinner Tickets—The annual dinner fundraiser for Youth

Ministry is happening with curbside pick up on Saturday, January
9. Tickets can be purchased through January 3 on the church
website (www.ImmanuelStCharles.org). This year, the auction
will also be done online. The auction will run all week and will
close January 9 at 4p.m. The auction items will be brought to the
winner's cars when they arrive for their meal pick up. Proceeds
will support the 2021 Servant Event.
High school servant event leadership team information meeting is
Wednesday, January 6 at 7:30p.m. via Zoom. Please email DCE Jolene
Siebarth (jsiebarth@immanuelstcharles.org) for the link.
Community Confirmation classes resume on Wednesday, January
13, 6:00-7:30p.m. in the Fellowship Hall.

