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As We Gather
This Lent, we are using the metaphor of eyesight to examine how the various people in
Mark’s Gospel viewed Jesus during His Passion. In most cases, they misunderstood who
He was and what He was doing; then again, sometimes by faith people did recognize
Him correctly.
We have these forty days of Lent in which we may look within ourselves as people of
faith in our day. How are we like or unlike the people who saw Jesus in the flesh? Most
important, as we gather for worship, we will see what Jesus has done to save us from
our sins by His holy, precious blood and innocent sufferings and death.
Today, we take a look at the chief priests and scribes, who saw Jesus as an obstacle to be
rid of by violence. Yet, during the Passover festival, they would unwittingly bring about
the sacrifice of the ultimate Passover Lamb. How, then, should we view those who oppose the Gospel in our day? And how might these insights guide our prayers?

Hymn
1

“Lamb of God, Pure and Holy” - #434

Lamb of God, pure and holy,
2
Who on the cross didst suffer,
Ever patient and lowly,
Thyself to scorn didst offer.
All sins Thou borest for us,
Else had despair reigned o’er us:
Have mercy on us, O Jesus! O Jesus!
3

Lamb of God, pure and holy,
Who on the cross didst suffer,
Ever patient and lowly,
Thyself to scorn didst offer.
All sins Thou borest for us,
Else had despair reigned o’er us:
Have mercy on us, O Jesus! O Jesus!

Lamb of God, pure and holy,
Who on the cross didst suffer,
Ever patient and lowly,
Thyself to scorn didst offer.
All sins Thou borest for us,
Else had despair reigned o’er us:
Thy peace be with us, O Jesus! O Jesus!
Text: Public domain

Confession and Absolution
Leader: In the name of the Father and of the † Son and of the Holy Spirit,
People: Amen.
Leader: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
People: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins
and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.
Leader: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
People: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We
have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done
and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve
Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus
Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may
delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name.
Amen.
Leader: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the †
Son and of the Holy Spirit.
People: Amen.

First Reading

Job 24:13-17

13“There

are those who rebel against the light,
who are not acquainted with its ways,
and do not stay in its paths.
14The murderer rises before it is light,
that he may kill the poor and needy,
and in the night he is like a thief.
15The eye of the adulterer also waits for the twilight,
saying, ‘No eye will see me’; and he veils his face.
16In the dark they dig through houses;
by day they shut themselves up; they do not know the light.
17For deep darkness is morning to all of them;
for they are friends with the terrors of deep darkness.

Hymn
1

The Lamb, the Lamb,
O Father, where’s the sacrifice?
Faith sees, believes
God will provide the Lamb of price!

“The Lamb” - #547
Refrain:Worthy is the Lamb whose death
makes me His own!
The Lamb is reigning on His throne!

2

The Lamb, the Lamb,
One perfect final offering.
The Lamb, the Lamb,
Let earth join heav’n His praise to sing.
Refrain

4

He sighs, He dies,
He takes my sin and wretchedness.
He lives, forgives,
He gives me His own righteousness.
Refrain

3

The Lamb, the Lamb,
As wayward sheep their shepherd kill
So still, His will
On our behalf the Law to fill. Refrain

5

He rose, He rose,
My heart with thanks now overflows.
His song prolong
Till ev’ry heart to Him belong. Refrain

Text: Public domain

Second Reading

1 John 3:11-15

11For

this is the message that you have heard from the beginning, that we should love one
another. 12We should not be like Cain, who was of the evil one and murdered his brother.
And why did he murder him? Because his own deeds were evil and his brother’s righteous. 13Do not be surprised, brothers, that the world hates you. 14We know that we have
passed out of death into life, because we love the brothers. Whoever does not love abides
in death. 15Everyone who hates his brother is a murderer, and you know that no murderer has eternal life abiding in him.

*Passion
1It

Mark 14:1, 53-65

was now two days before the Passover and the Feast of Unleavened Bread. And the
chief priests and the scribes were seeking how to arrest him by stealth and kill him,
53And they led Jesus to the high priest. And all the chief priests and the elders and the
scribes came together. 54And Peter had followed him at a distance, right into the courtyard
of the high priest. And he was sitting with the guards and warming himself at the fire.
55Now the chief priests and the whole Council were seeking testimony against Jesus to put
him to death, but they found none. 56For many bore false witness against him, but their
testimony did not agree. 57And some stood up and bore false witness against him, saying,
58“We heard him say, ‘I will destroy this temple that is made with hands, and in three days
I will build another, not made with hands.’” 59Yet even about this their testimony did not
agree. 60And the high priest stood up in the midst and asked Jesus, “Have you no answer to
make? What is it that these men testify against you?” 61But he remained silent and made
no answer. Again the high priest asked him, “Are you the Christ, the Son of the Blessed?”
62And Jesus said, “I am, and you will see the Son of Man seated at the right hand of Power,
and coming with the clouds of heaven.” 63And the high priest tore his garments and said,
“What further witnesses do we need? 64You have heard his blasphemy. What is your decision?” And they all condemned him as deserving death. 65And some began to spit on him
and to cover his face and to strike him, saying to him, “Prophesy!” And the guards received
him with blows.

Children’s Message

Hymn

“Upon the Cross Extended” - #453 v. 1, 2, 3
1 Upon the cross extended
2 Come, see these things and ponder,
See, world, your Lord suspended.
Your soul will fill with wonder
Your Savior yields His breath.
As blood streams from each pore.
The Prince of Life from heaven
Through grief beyond all knowing
Himself has freely given
From His great heart came flowing
To shame and blows and bitter death.
Sighs welling from its deepest core.
3 Who is it, Lord, that bruised You?
Who has so sore abused You
And caused You all Your woe?
We all must make confession
Of sin and dire transgression
While You no ways of evil know.
Text: Public domain

Sermon

“Murderous Eyes”

Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life † everlasting. Amen.

Canticle
1

“Christ, the Life of All the Living” - #420 v. 1, 5, 7

Christ, the life of all the living,
5 Thou hast suffered men to bruise Thee,
Christ, the death of death, our foe,
That from pain I might be free;
Who, Thyself for me once giving
Falsely did Thy foes accuse Thee:
To the darkest depths of woe:
Thence I gain security;
Through Thy suff’rings, death, and merit
Comfortless Thy soul did languish
I eternal life inherit.
Me to comfort in my anguish.
Thousand, thousand thanks shall be,
Thousand, thousand thanks shall be,
Dearest Jesus, unto Thee.
Dearest Jesus, unto Thee.

7. Then, for all that wrought my pardon,
For Thy sorrows deep and sore,
For Thine anguish in the Garden,
I will thank Thee evermore,
Thank Thee for Thy groaning, sighing,
For Thy bleeding and Thy dying,
For that last triumphant cry,
And shall praise Thee, Lord, on high.
Text: Public domain

Prayers
Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

Nunc Dimittis
Leader: Guide us waking, O Lord, and guard us sleeping,
People: that awake we may watch with Christ and asleep we may rest in peace.

Benediction
Pastor:

The blessing of almighty God—the Father, who saw mankind’s hopeless condition,
the † Son, who showed the depth of God’s love, and the Holy Spirit, who has opened
our eyes of faith in Christ—be upon you now and forever.
People: Amen.

Closing Hymn

“Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing” - #528 v. 1-3, 6

1

Oh, for a thousand tongues to sing
My great Redeemer’s praise,
The glories of my God and King,
The triumphs of His grace!

3

2

My gracious Master and my God,
6
Assist me to proclaim,
To spread through all the earth abroad,
The honors of Thy name.

Jesus! The name that charms our fears,
That bids our sorrows cease;
’Tis music in the sinner’s ears,
’Tis life and health and peace.
See all your sins on Jesus laid;
The Lamb of God was slain.
His soul was once an off’ring made
For ev’ry soul of man.

Text: Public domain

Postlude
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